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At home he found the leading men at loggerheads concerning the
nature and contents of the proposed constitution, for the draft
of which the Crown Prince's memorandum of 1815 had been
utilized. The Constitution was published on i6th May, 1818,
and was joyously greeted by the people as the first German
Constitution since that of Weimar.

Scarcely were the rejoicings in Bavaria over when Metternich
began to show his displeasure. Every constitution was in his eyes
the work of the devil, a menace to the legitimate order. Until
then he had favoured good relations with Bavaria, as the marriage
of his Emperor had clearly shown. Now he became suspicious and
endeavoured to influence the new Ministers in Bavaria against
the liberal tendencies of the Crown Prince. In Munich, after the
downfall of Napoleon, the question of the position of Eug&ne
Beauharnais, Max Joseph's son-in-law, came up for consideration.
Ludwig opposed his father's intention of elevating Eugene to the
rank of a prince of the Royal House, and Napoleon's stepson
received only the title of Duke of Leuchtenberg. That caused
a breach between Ludwig and his sister Auguste, who continued
to fight for the position of her family. Her case was similar to that
of Marie Luise, but she did not desert her husband in misfortune,
because she had come to love him.

The King and the members of the Ministry were inclined to
support the Duke of Leuchtenberg, but the Crown Prince could
not bear the idea of a Frenchman, and a stepson of the 'Monster*
having equal rank with members of the Royal Family, even if he
had married Ludwig's sister. He was sorry for Auguste, although
greatly annoyed by the accusation that he himself had advised
the marriage with Beauharnais, Eventually a compromise
was reached, and the position of the Duke of Leuchtenberg, even
after the death of the reigning King, was guaranteed by Ludwig;
but for all that, on ceremonial occasions, the Duke had to walk
one step behind the princes of the royal house. Thus, in the main,
all claims were settled, and Max Joseph embraced his children
and thanked God that everything was once more in order.

The French Minister watched the family struggle with the
warmest sympathy for Eugfene and with the greatest hatred for
Ludwig. He gave vent, in his reports home, to his caustic hatred
of the Heir to the Throne1: The Crown Prince has the same

1 Comte de la Garde to the Due de Richelieu, Munich, 15th June, 1881.
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